
  

Greetings Tabernacle of Praise Family, 

 

For the tenure of my Pastoral Ministry, God has led me to look at Consecration differently. As a child we 

would start the year off fasting and in consecration; however, I found in scripture that God would never 

allow His people to go into a new place and then consecrate. God would always command them to conse-

crate before going in so that there would be no baggage from the previous journey into the next season of 

promise.  

 

When God transitioned His People into a new place He always would give them specific instructions. He 

taught them how to enter into a new place. In Joshua 3:5, He says “Sanctify Yourselves” because tomor-

row He was going to work wonders among His people. In Leviticus 20:7, the scripture tells us to sanctify 

ourselves; therefore, and be holy for I am The Lord your God. I believe God give us these instructions so 

His People can live a life that’s…FREE – FRESH – FOCUSED. 

 

We will be FREE from the baggage, hindrances, addictions, burdens, weights, dysfunctions, attitudes, 

bitterness, un-forgiveness and anything else in the history of our lives that weigh us down to the point 

where we have not been able to move forward. You will move forward into the purposed place that is or-

dained for your life but you must be free to do it.   

  

We will be FRESH. We will start this year with a clean slate...a fresh white board. We will have more 

energy, more vibrancy, a renewed sense of life and purpose. We will be fresh enough to get some things 

started and maintain the sustainability to see them to the end. You will start things this year and you will 

finish them this year.  

 

We will be FOCUSED. We will not be distracted any longer. We will pursue the prize of the high calling. 

We will operate at another level of persistence and nothing will hinder us from progressing forward. I am 

excited to take this journey with you. Let's stay committed, stay connected, and consecrated during this 

process and watch God work... this is the year where we all will be Free, Fresh, and Focused! 

 

 

Our consecration schedule will be slightly different this year. Whatever has attached itself to us over the 

course of 2017 will be evicted from our lives in the 12 days of fasting/consecration before entering into 

2018. 

 



  

 

The number 12 is significant in scripture: The meaning of 12, which is considered a perfect number, sym-

bolizes God's power and authority. In addition, 12 serve as a perfect governmental foundation. It can also 

symbolize completeness of the nation of Israel as a whole.  

 

 Jacob (Israel) had twelve sons, each of which represented a tribe started by a Prince totaling 12 Princ-

es. Ishmael, who was born to Abraham through Hagar, also had twelve Princes.  

 

 God specified that twelve unleavened cakes of bread be placed every week in the temple with frankin-

cense next to each of the two piles that were to be made. The priests were commanded to change the 

bread every Sabbath day (Leviticus 24).  

 

 Christ called and chose twelve men to bear witness to what He did and to spread the good news of the 

Gospel to the entire world. After he was raised from the dead, Jesus told the eleven disciples (Judas 

had killed himself) that God had given him ALL power and authority in both earth and heaven (God's 

divine authority - Matthew 28:18). 

 

 The high priest's breastplate, also called the breast-plate of decision, had twelve stones embedded in it. 

Each stone represented a tribe of Israel. The Urim and Thummim were part of the High Priest's breast-

plate. They were primarily used to consult God regarding important matters (1Samuel 28: 3 - 6, Num-

bers 27:21 and so on). Both the first century historian Josephus and the Talmud identify the Urim and 

Thummim with the breastplate stones. 

 

As we consecrate, get ready for God’s power to rule in your life. Watch how God begins to establish you 

in many areas of your life – financially, relationships, etc., and He will bring so much clarity through this 

season.  

 

Building People to Build People, 

 

 

Pastor Antonio M. Matthews 

 

 


